Written for Kokoro (Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra)

Gembird

Seven! for Six

Preface

Gembird: Seven! for Six sets out on a musical exploration of pattern and the
organisation of time by using properties of the number 7! (thatis, 7x6 x5x 4
x 3 x 2 x 1). It has a seven-note mode, a seven-note motif, a structure designed
around the exponential form of factorials from 2! to 7!.

The motif is played by the six instruments in turn but the notes of the motif
are never in the same order. They have been selected at random from the
5040 possibilities. The instruments always take turns with the motif in a
different order as well — selected at random from the 720 possibilities. Where
in the instrument’s range (high, middle, low) each iteration is played has also
been selected using a random number technique.

Around this core, different timbres and textures interlace the same seven
notes into layers of foreground and background, with only a glimmer of the
five-note complement allowed towards the end. The result is a colourful work,
constant patterns always changing — the same but never the same.

Anna R. Matthews, November 2012

Instrumentation

Flute

Clarinet in B flat

Percussion (1 player)
Xylophone (sounding one octave higher than written)
Tambourine

Piano

Violin

Cello

Notation and performance instructions

Tambourine The tambourine should be struck rather than shaken.

Flute + indicates key clicks whilst playing normally

Violin and Cello All harmonics are natural harmonics. The string is not
specified.

© Copyright 2012 by Anna R. Matthews. All rights reserved. Copying prohibited.
http://annarmatthews.wordpress.com

anna.matthews@dunelm.org.uk

07736 925933
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